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INTRODUCTION
Status of the SOCG

This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect
of the application for development consent under the Planning Act 2008
(‘the Application’) for the proposed Sizewell C Project. This version 01,
dated 27" May 2021, has been prepared through a programme of
engagement between NNB Generation Company (SZC) Limited (‘SZC
Co.) as the Applicant and Royal Mail, referred to as ‘the parties’. The
parties will continue productive discussions held to date in order to finalise
the SoCG.

Purpose of this document

The purpose of this SoCG is to set out the position of the parties arising
from the application for development consent for the construction and
operation of the Sizewell C nuclear power station and together with the
proposed associated development (hereafter referred to as ‘the Sizewell C
Project’). This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the ‘Guidance
for the examination of applications for development consent’ published in
March 2015 by the Department of Communities and Local Government
(hereafter referred to as ‘DCLG guidance’).

The aim of this SoCG is, therefore, to inform the Examining Authority and
provide a clear position on the state and extent of discussions and
agreement between the parties on matters relating to the proposed Sizewell
C Project.

This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available
elsewhere within the DCO application documents. All documents are
available on the Planning Inspectorate website.

Structure of this Statement of Common Ground

Chapter 2 provides a schedule which detail the position on relevant matters
between the parties, including any matters where discussions are ongoing.
This is underpinned by Appendix A, which provides a summary of
engagement undertaken to establish this SoCG.

POSITION OF THE PARTIES

Table 2.1 provides an overview of the position of the parties and any further
actions planned.
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Table 2.1: Position of the Parties

Ref. Matter Royal Mail Position SZC Co.’s Position Agreed /
Not
Agreed /
In
Progress
1. Impact of construction traffic on | Royal Mail’s postal sorting and NNB Generation Company (SZC) | Agreed
Royal Mail’s ability to meet its delivery operations rely heavily on Limited and / or its Contractors will
Statutory 0b|lgatI0nS road communications. Royal Mail's provide not less than one month’s

ability to provide efficient mail notice to Royal Mail of any

COIIeCt|0n, Sorting and dellvel’y to the C|Osure’ diversion or other means

public is sensitive to changes in the of traffic management being put

capacity of the highway network. into place and will advise at that

Royal Mail is a major road user time also of any other known

nationally. Disruption to the highway | works affecting any diversionary

network and traffic delays can have route, with particular regard to

direct consequences on Royal Mail's | Royal Mail's operational facilities

operations, its ability to meet the identified on the attached plan or

Universal Service Obl|gat|0n and any updated p|an as Supp"ed by

comply with the regulatory regime for | Royal Mail.

postal services thereby presenting a

significant risk to Royal Mail’s

business.

Royal Mail has seven operational

facilities within or in the vicinity of

]
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Sizewell C and its associated
infrastructure as detailed in the
attached plan.

In exercising its statutory duties, on a
daily basis Royal Mail vehicles use
the A12 and all local roads in the
vicinity of Sizewell C and its
associated infrastructure. Any
additional congestion or traffic
management these roads during the
construction phase has the potential
to significantly disrupt Royal Mail's
operations.

2. Construction Traffic
Management Plan

Royal Mail requests that the final
CTMP includes a mechanism to
inform major road users (including
Royal Mail) about works affecting the
local highways network (with
particular regard to Royal Mail's
operational facilities near the DCO
application boundary as identified on
the attached plan.

Specifically, the CTMP will provide
that that during the construction
phase Royal Mail is notified by

NNB Generation Company (SZC)
Limited and / or its Contractors will
be responsible for setting up a
means of communication with
major road users, including Royal
Mail, on any construction works
which may affect the local road
network. This will include details of
any road closures or diversions or
other traffic management
measures that may affect travel on
those routes with particular regard

Agreed
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EDF/SCZ at least one month in
advance on any proposed road
closures / diversions / alternative
access arrangements and hours of
working.

to Royal Mail's operational
facilities as shown on the plan or
any updated plan supplied by
Royal Mail. Full details on the
means of communication will be

set out in the final Construction
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP).
The final CTMP will include a
provision for a mechanism to
inform major road users about
works affecting the local highways
network.
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APPENDIX A: ENGAGEMENT ON THE SOCG

A.l.l. The preparation of this SoCG has been informed by a programme of

discussions between the parties, as are summarised in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2: SOCG meetings held between the parties

Date Details of the Meeting

13th April 2021

Initial discussion on SoCG

5th August 2021

Second Meeting on SoCG
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Signed:

Print Name:

Job Title:

Date:

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Royal Mail

Signed:
Print Name:
Job Title:
Date:

Duly authorised for and on behalf of SZC Co.
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	1 INTRODUCTION and caveats
	1.1 Status of the SOCG
	1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of the application for development consent under the Planning Act 2008 (‘the Application’) for the proposed Sizewell C Project. This version (01), dated 1 June 2021, has been ...
	1.1.2 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	1.2 Purpose of this document
	1.2.1 The purpose of this SoCG is to set out the position of the parties arising from the application for development consent for the construction and operation of the Sizewell C nuclear power station and together with the proposed associated developm...
	1.2.2 The aim of this SoCG is to inform the Examining Authority and provide a clear position on the state and extent of discussions and agreement between the parties on matters relating to the proposed Sizewell C Project.
	1.2.3 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within the DCO application documents, or within the Councils’ Local Impact Report [REP1-044 to REP1-101]. All documents are available on the Planning Inspectorate’s we...

	1.3 Structure of this Statement of Common Ground
	1.3.1 The SoCG has been structured to reflect the topics of the Application that are of interest to the Councils as follows:
	1.3.2 The tables in the subsequent sections (Sections 2-15) provide fuller details, identifying for each topic where matters are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ and or where there are ‘discussions ongoing’ (with the related actions identified).
	1.3.3 In all cases, the positions of the Councils are subject to the detail of any necessary mitigation/obligations being secured in the DCO or elsewhere.
	1.3.4 Where the Councils’ position is stated as ‘agreed’, this means agreement in the context of the Statement of Common Ground statements, but further actions are considered necessary on most of the items, including provision of further design detail...


	2 POSITION OF THE PARTIES – Principle of the development
	2.1.1 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the position of the parties and any further actions planned.
	2.1.2 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	3 Position OF THE PARTIES – AIR QUALITY
	3.1.1 Air quality has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement (ES):
	3.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	3.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to air quality is detailed in Table 3.1.
	3.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	4 Position of the parties – amenity and recreation
	4.1.1 Amenity and recreation has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	4.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	4.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to amenity and recreation is detailed in Table 4.1.
	4.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	5 Position of the parties – TERRESTRIAL ECOLOGY AND ORNITHOLOGY
	5.1.1 Terrestrial ecology and ornithology has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	5.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	5.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to terrestrial ecology and ornithology is detailed in Table 5.1.
	5.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	6 Position of the parties – SHADOW HABITAT REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT
	6.1.1 The shadow Habitat Regulations Assessment is provided in the following parts:
	6.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	6.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to the shadow Habitat Regulations Assessment is detailed in Table 6.1.
	6.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	7 Position of the parties – HEALTH
	7.1.1 Health has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	7.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	7.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to health is detailed in Table 7.1.
	7.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	8 Position of the parties – Historic Environment
	8.1.1 Historic Environment has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	8.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	8.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to historic environment is detailed in Table 8.1.
	8.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	9 Position of the parties – Landscape and Visual
	9.1.1 Landscape and visual has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	9.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	9.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to landscape and visual is detailed in Table 9.1.
	9.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of t...

	10 Position of the parties – Marine and coastal
	10.1.1 Marine and coastal has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	10.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	10.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to marine and coastal is detailed in Table 10.1.
	10.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of ...

	11 Position of the parties – Noise and vibration
	11.1.1 Noise and vibration has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	11.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	11.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to noise and vibration is detailed in Table 11.1. This section is supported by SZC Co.’s reponses to the questions raised by ESC contained in Appendix 11A and an up...
	11.1.4 East Suffolk Council’s (ESC) and Suffolk County Council’s (SCC) current positions on noise and vibration matters are set out in Table 11.1 as either “agreed” or “under discussion”.
	11.1.5 Explanatory notes explaining the Councils’ current positions and how they were reached are contained in the “notes” column.
	11.1.6 As the Local Planning Authority, ESC has provided comments on the matters relating to noise and vibration from construction and operation of the proposed developments, including rail noise associated with construction activity.  As the Highways...
	11.1.7 However, ESC has so far issued comments in relation to traffic noise in support of SCC where relevant matters have arisen.  These comments were based on an initial review of road traffic noise and vibration, which was not undertaken in as much ...
	11.1.8 SCC has recently formally appointed Adrian James Acoustics (AJA) to provide technical guidance on road traffic noise and vibration, extending AJA’s existing appointment with ESC.  AJA is currently conducting a more in-depth review of the road t...

	12 Position of the parties – socio-economIcs
	12.1.1 Socio-economics has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	12.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	12.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to socio-economics is detailed in Table 12.1.
	12.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of ...

	13 Position of the parties – TRANSPORT
	13.1.1 Transport has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	13.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	13.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to transport is detailed in Table 13.1.
	13.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of ...
	13.1.5 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to transport is detailed in Table 13.1. The table is divided into six themes:
	13.1.6 This section sets out the position of the parties on detailed transport matters (i.e. transport strategy, transport modelling, technical highway design, environmental transport effects, management plans, transport mitigation), but does not enco...
	13.1.7 The validity of the transport impact assessment is to some extent dependent upon the robustness of the transport models used, which by their very nature are close approximations to the real world. The ability of transport practitioners (and the...

	14 Position of the parties – water
	14.1.1 Groundwater, surface water and flood risk has been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	14.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	14.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation to groundwater, surface water and flood risk is detailed in Table 14.1.
	14.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of ...

	15 Position of the parties – OTHER
	15.1.1 The matters listed in Table 15.1 have been assessed in the following chapters of the Environmental Statement:
	15.1.2 The relevant mitigation measures are secured in the following documents:
	15.1.3 The position of the parties, including any further actions planned, in relation other matters is detailed in Table 15.1.
	15.1.4 The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters is ongoing. The SoCG is an evolving document and the detailed wording within it is still being discussed in detail between the parties. The document was written in the context of ...
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